A peer-reviewed scholarly journal.
Contact the lead editor.

Dr. Mike Horsley
IARTEM e-JOUI’naI Central Queensland University
m.horsley@cqu.edu.au

Copyright is retained by the first or sole author, who grants right of first publication to
the IARTEM e-Journal. The IARTEM e-Journal is published by the International
Association for Research on Textbooks and Educational Media.

Of ‘wealthy industrialists’ and ‘white protestant europeans’ - the
history of race racism as portrayed in a South African textbook

Citation: Morgan, K. (2010). Of ‘wealthy industrialists’ and ‘white protestant
Europeans’: The history of race racism as portrayed in a South African textbook.
IARTEM e-Journal 3 (1) 72 - 92

Abstract

Using a case study, this article examines parts of a chapter in a South African
grade 11 History textbook about race and racism. Framed by a multi-modal theory
of sign-making and communication, | use an inductive data categorisation and
analysis process. At the broadest level, the analysis of the selected texts and
images shows how both the values- and skills driven aims of the curriculum are
interpreted and applied in the textbook. Within this broader theme are embedded
sub themes such as processes of identity formation, social categorisation, a sense
of learners’ agency or empowerment (or lack thereof), and modes of story-telling.
The case study shows that the texts in this book tend to offer a dominant (or
'hegemonic') reading whereby the reader is viewed as someone who will
uncritically accept the texts’ dominant ideas. Very few opportunities are given to
readers to make their own value judgements that they could base on multiple
perspectives, and thus to develop critical literacy. Conclusions could be drawn
about the interpretation and implementation of the History curriculum into a
textbook medium.
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